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BIG-MATCH STAR DES SHIPP ON THE PRESSURES OF AN  ANGLER AT THE VERY TOP OF HIS GAME
After just winning his second Parkdean Masters, Angling Times asks

IS THIS THE FACE OF
CHAMPION?
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Many tip the Des Shipp
man to be our next
| World Champion.
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The rise and rise of Des Shipp
has been a brisk one. In the late
1990s he was emerging as a
venue expert at Moorlands Farm
and Viaduct - now he is a
seasoned England international
with numerous team golds, a
key member of Daiwa Dorking
and, after last week, the first
man to win the £25,000
Parkdean Masters at White
Acres twice.

It was a remarkable achievement
for an average man, with an
average lifestyle, who has a very
extraordinary fishing talent.

Now, many tip the Preston

Innovations man to be our next

World Champion, and with the
kind of form he shows at
venues suich as White Acres

it’s not hard to see why.

So what does it mean to
him to be the first angler
to win £25,000 twice?

“It’s fantastic for me,

I’d say it was more than
a relief than anything.
I’d had a few chances in
the Parkdean Masters
Final in the last couple of
years and felt I hadn’t
taken them, I'd messed
up alittle bit. It’s great for
my sponsors, I can give
them something back,
which they deserve for
heavily supporting me,”
he said.

Des has two kids and a

nine-to-five job as a
forklift truck driver in
his hometown of
Bristol, so fame hasn’t
exactly come on a plate
for him. He often ties
rigs before work and
sticks to six patterns of
pole float for all his
commercial fishing to
maximise what time
he has.

Des’s attitude to his
fishing has changed
no end over the years.
There was once a
time, he tells me,

when he’d turn up to a
match and set a couple

of rods up at his peg - but

not anymore. He has to be

at least 90 per cent

prepared for each and every

match, and that

means setting

his rods up

beforehand

and tying

enough rigs and

hooklengths to cover every

eventuality. But does he ever feel

guilty about the time he spends

preparing for, and fishing,
matches?

“Yes, off course I do, Iwish I could

spend more time with my kids, but

I'm chasing a career and it’s a bit

Desisathisvery
bestin England
colours.

like taking a drug, I'm heavily
sponsored so if Twant to keep this I
need to put the effort in. It’s the
way it’s got to be. I used to think
sponsorship was all I ever wanted,
and now I’'ve had the opportunity I
feel privileged and wouldn’t want
tolose it. Unfortunately, my family
hasn’t had a holiday this year
because  something’s always
cropping up,” he said.

We then broach the subject of Des
possibly becoming a full-time
angler - without question he has
the ability to pull this off, but
would it be financially viable? He
doesn’t think the money is there
and points out that with the cost of
petrol and living, you’d have to be
paid a lot to make an acceptable
income. By his own admission Des
is also a very secure person, with a
family to look after, and he carries
the outlook: ‘If my fishing goes to
pot I have my job, and if my job
goes to pot I have my fishing’.

In terms of angling influences,
Des is in no doubts as to who has

I’m chasing a

career and
it’s a bit like
taking a drug

left the biggest impact on his own
career - our last World Champion.
“When I was getting more and
more into my matchfishing, one
name everybody talked about was
William Raison. Then I was asked
to join Daiwa Dorking and captain
Steve Sanders told me to sit behind
William. We were in the same age
bracket (roughly!) and we hit it off.
He has taught me a lot, especially
about bloodworm, which I guess
was passed on to him by anglers
such as Steve Gardener,” said Des.
The match that Des thinks
initially put him on the map was
the first White Acres Festival he
ever fished, the Sensas Spring
eventin 1999, which he won. White
Acres Festivals have a big following

and he says that this victory helped
him on to the ‘matchfishing
ladder’, from where he began a
climb to the England team.

“Fishing for my country is bigger
than anything else in fishing for
me, you know it is when you get
butterflies inside during a World
Championship. I used to suffer
nerves, but now it’s turned into
pressure, no matter where I'm
fishing. Because you fish for
England people look at you and
expect you to win every match or
section, but it isn’t always possible
from the peg you’re on,” he said.

The possibility of Des becoming
World Champion is a very realistic
one, especially considering his
England career is still very much in
its early days. It is in the back of
Des’s mind, but he doesn’t think he
has had a chance as such yet.

“You need a little bit of luck to
become World Champion, you
need your float to go under with a
few bigger fish, for example. When
you’re fishing for England you’re
100 per cent fishing for the team
cause, and if youwinitindividually
it’s a massive bonus for you
personally. If I won my section on
Saturday and then drew an end
peg Sunday, the management
might tell me to go for it if the team
wasn’t doing well. But I always
bear in mind that [ want to be back
there next year fishing, it’s my
whole objective,” he said.

Although we always see pictures
of Des with the medals and
trophies, he is human and has had
a few embarrassing moments over
the years?

“William Raison once spiked my
coke with a lot of Bacardi at White
Acres the night before a festival
began, and I unintentionally went
on to get absolutely wrecked that
night. I was so bad that Grant
Albutt had to drive me to Bolingey
the next day, but I ended up
winning the lake. I’'ve also fallen in
before, but my worst trick is to sit
on the wrong peg by accident.

“I’ve done it twice, both times at
Tunnel Barn Farm, and on both
occasions I’ve caught a load of fish
and been disqualified! Now I
always my write my peg down on
my hand!” he said.

DURABUNG & SNAPTACKLE

Korum Snapper Dura Bung float kits come with all
the individual components you need for a simple and
effective pike rig. Just add a trace from our Snap Tackle
range and you’re ready to fish.

(Available in hook sizes 4,6,8,10)




